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It Matters  
This week I read a book 
to my children entitled 
“Zen Socks” by Jon J 
Muth and in it he 
adapts Loren Eiseley’s 
tale “The Star Thrower”.  
I loved being reminded of that story as it makes me think of the 
work we do here at LSTC. In our little region of the world, we 
may not be able to help every student that struggles from 
dyslexia, but I believe that what we do matters to those we 
encounter.  I know it matters to my own amazing 8 year old 
dyslexic daughter, who earlier today was excitedly decoding the 
names of animals in a field guide she checked out at the library 
last week.  Still, I can’t help but think of all the other “starfish” 
just waiting.  Who will make a difference to them?  And the 
truth is, we are not alone in this endeavor to expand dyslexia 
awareness. There are other wonderful organizations out there 
that know as we do that the narrative in the story needs to 
change. However, unless people like you and I continue to join 
up with these organizations, there will always be beautiful, 
misunderstood minds, who are just waiting, hoping.  This school 
year my heart goes out to every dyslexic child as they enter a 
new classroom, meet a new teacher and struggle to fit in a 
system that may not be designed to accommodate them. I desire 
that they encounter someone who knows how to help them and 
I remain hopeful that they will. Why? Because there are 
organizations out there working hard for change, there are 
teachers striving to educate themselves on how to best help their 
students, there are wonderful volunteers donating their time, 
and there are amazing parents who will continue to fight daily 
for these amazing, intelligent, beautiful, dyslexic minds.   
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Technology and Support 

Wisconsin’s Digital Library 
Did you know that through the 

Wisconsin Public Library 
System you can checkout 

books and more specifically 
audiobooks on your computer, 
tablet or phone?  My children 
and I have recently discovered 

this service and we love it.  
They can read along with 

children’s stories and listen to 
longer chapter books easily 
through the websites app or 

directly online.  All you need is 
a library card!  Be sure to    
check it out!      

https://wplc.overdrive.com/ 

Apps 

Have you heard of 
Understood.org?

www.understood.org is a 
wonderful supportive website 

and I highly recommend 
checking it out. Here I want to 
highlight one of their features, 

“Tech Finder”. It is a search 
option to help you find helpful 
apps, like Mod Math ~ a parent 
developed free assistive app. 
To find more apps and other 

assistive technology, click 
here! 

https://www.understood.org/
en/tools/tech-finder 
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Volunteer Tutoring 
Opportunities 

Do you like helping others? 
Are you interested in 
volunteering your time to a 
reputable organization?  Do 
you have an extra 2-3 hours 
a week to spare? Are you 
willing to attend a one day 
training seminar to begin 
learning the program we 
use to tutor our students? If 
you answered yes to those 
question than we’d love to 
have you attend one of our 
Volunteer Tutor Training.  

A Volunteer Tutor 
Training for Level 1 of the 
Barton Reading and Spelling 
system is scheduled for this 
Wednesday August 8th! 
There are 3 seats remaining 
in this class, but additional 
classes are scheduled when 
there are 4 or more people 
interested in attending a 
training.   More information 
on volunteering can be 
found on our website!

Lake Superior Tutoring Center  
for Dyslexic Children and Adults  

Volunteer Tutor Training 
Level 1 of the Barton Reading  

and Spelling System 
Wednesday August 8th - 9:30am-4:30pm at 

the Vaughn Library, Ashland, WI 

Decoding Dyslexia Wisconsin 

It is only fitting that I now bring up an organizations that is out 
there fighting for change. Decoding Dyslexia is a nationwide 
parent -led grassroots movement operating in every state with 
local regional groups who are vying for change. Their mission 
is as follows ~  
 “We are advocating for the following policy goals: 
  • A universal definition and understanding of “dyslexia” in the 

 state education code 
• Mandatory teacher training on dyslexia, its warning signs and 

appropriate intervention strategies  
• Mandatory early screening tests for dyslexia 
• Mandatory dyslexia remediation programs, which can be 

accessed by both general and special education populations  
• Access to appropriate “assistive technologies” in the public 

school setting for students with dyslexia 

Recently I have had the pleasure of communicating with a 
volunteer from Decoding Dyslexia Wisconsin. Decoding 
Dyslexia Wisconsin has successfully advocated for a "Dyslexia 
Study Committee" with the Joint Legislative Council, the end 
result will be draft legislation to help struggling readers and 
those diagnosed with dyslexia. (See this link for more info on 
individual state legislation https://improvingliteracy.org/state-of-
dyslexia ) 
They are asking for your help and support to make this happen.  
Your stories and your children’s stories can be used to add 
credence to their cause and I encourage you to contact them to 
learn more about how you can get involved to make change on 
a grander scale that will help children statewide.  You can find 
their website here ~ https://decodingdyslexiawi.org/  
You can follow them on facebook here ~ https://
www.facebook.com/DecodingDyslexiaWi/  
They also have a closed discussion board on facebook 
providing information, support, and connections with other 
parents in WI.  You can click here to be added https://
www.facebook.com/groups/1270910059631558/ 

 Please take the time the time to check them out and see if this 
is an organization you would be willing to support!
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We Have A New Website!!!!! 

Can you tell I’m just a little bit more than excited to announce that the 
Lake Superior Tutoring Center has a newly designed website and I 
would love for you all to check it out!  It is our hope that this website 
is more user friendly and draws even more people to learning about 
and supporting our organization! Much of the website has audio 
attached to the text to allow our viewers an alternative option to 
accessing information!  We have also added a testimonials page and 
would love if you would allow us to share your positive experiences 
with LSTC so that others know that our organization is truly here to 
help. You can email your testimonials to 
lakesuperiortutoring@gmail.com To view the new website, please visit 
www.lakesuperiortutoring.org 

Donations Needed 

LSTC cannot continue to exist 
without the generous 
donations of individuals and 
organizations dedicated to 
helping local children and 
adults.  If you or someone 
you know can help in anyway, 
please send them our way! 
Donations can be mailed 
directly to us or made 
through PayPal. (Please keep 
in mind PayPal does take a 
small percentage of your 
donation.) Perhaps you would 
also consider deferred giving 
as an option to supporting 
us! Have other ideas on how 
you could help our 
organization, please feel free 
to contact us. 

Thank You so much for your 
support! 

The Dyslexia Dilemma: A History of Ignorance, Complacency and 
Resistance in Colleges of Education 
I recently came across this article published in the Journal of Childhood Developmental Disorders (you can read it by 
clicking above) and I was reminded of these words I wrote in the Spring of 2016 and wanted to share them here~

 “I'd like to touch for a moment on something that, to me, seems 
very profound, when talking about reading and spelling instruction in a 
school setting. How is it that despite all the research and knowledge that 

exists, we are still teaching children in a way that doesn’t work for 
everyone. Perhaps the disconnect that exists with recognizing dyslexia 
also exists with reading instruction. It brings to mind this cartoon ~ It's 

much easier to say, "If you can't do it our way, then there must be 
something wrong with you." I'm here to tell you, there is nothing wrong 
with the dyslexic mind! Please don't ever let your dyslexic children think 

there is something wrong with them. We often tell them, they learn 
differently, but do they really? Studies have shown if you teach any able minded student using an Orton-
Gillingham based approach they will learn to read and spell with accuracy. So if this is the case, doesn't 

that mean we all learn the same, we just aren't being taught in a way that is effective for everyone?” 
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